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The Confucian Tradition
UNIT 9 GREEK AND ROMAN TRADITIONS
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9.0  OBJECTIVES

In  this unit, you will be introduced to political traditions developed by ancient Greek
and Roman civilisations. After studying this unit, you should be able to :

• Understand the essential features of ancient Greek and Roman political
traditions;

• Explain the ancient Greek and Roman theories of state, constitution and
citizenship;

• Evaluate their achievements and failures; and

• Assess their relevance to contemporary political science.
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Political Traditions
9.1  INTRODUCTION

In this unit, we shall deal with the ancient Greek and Roman political traditions. These
traditions laid the foundations of  Western political thought and expounded many noble
ideas about state and citizenship.

The Greek political tradition began after the eclipse of the heroic age and the
establishment of the Greek city-states. It produced great political thinkers like Socrates,
Plato and Aristotle and experimented with different forms of government. The Greek
political experience developed in the small city-states or polis. These city-states were
of a small size, but they had a politically vigilant and conscious body of citizens. The
Greek political traditions were terminated due to the Macedonian invasions in 4th
century B.C.

As shall become apparent in this unit, the Greek view of state and politics had been
conditioned and shaped by the experiences of Greek city-states.

9.2 DEVELOPMENT AND NATURE OF GREEK
CITY-STATES

The Greek city-states were the product of peculiar Greek political and territorial
conditions as the land was narrow and not fertile enough to house a large population.
The Greek city-states were developed with the merger of a large number of tribes
and clans. Aristotle called it a ‘union of several villages’. It was a narrow and
closed region, lying round an urban centre, bounded by mountains, sea and
territories of neighbouring city-states. It consisted of three classes of people-citizens,
foreigners and slaves. Only citizens were entitled to possess political rights. For the
Greeks, city-states did not mean mere territory or an abstract idea, but freemen who
sustained it.

The city-state as a rule was a walled city, containing the state hearth, the temples
of city cults, offices of high magistrates and the ‘agora’. It lived off its land which
was often insufficient. Comparatively, it was a small territorial unit as the total
territory of Athens was 1000 sq. miles and that of Sparta was 3300 sq. miles. Other
city-states had hardly more than 400 sq. miles of territory.

In ancient Greece, Athens and Sparta were the two prominent city-states and they
were considered as models of two differing political systems. Athens stood for
democracy and freedom and Sparta for sacrifice and discipline.

Check your Progress 1

Note: i) Use the space given below for your answer.

ii) See the end of the unit for tips for your answer.

1) Fill in the blanks

a) Ancient Greek society consisted of citizens….............. and slaves.

b) City - state arose out of merger of different…........... and ….........

c) Athens stood for democracy and Sparta stood for….....................

d) The total territory of Athens was….................................

Downloaded From http://economicsdiet.com

Downloaded From http://economicsdiet.com



43

The Confucian Tradition2) Which of the following statements are true or false?

a) The foreigners did not have any political rights in (    )
Greek city-states

b) Sparta stod for democracy and freedom (    )

c) The city-states experimented with different (    )
forms of state

9.3  THE GREEK CONCEPT OF STATE

The institution of the state played a key role in the political life of the Greeks. The
state for them was not a mere geographical unit, but it was a community of persons.
The Greeks always held the view that the city-state was a means to achieve higher
goals of life.

9.3.1  Two View Points about the Nature of State

There were two viewpoints about the nature of state in ancient Greece. The first
viewpoint maintained that the state was a natural institution and Plato and Aristotle
subscribed to this viewpoint. The second viewpoint held that it was not a natural
institution, but a product of customs and traditions of people. The state was considered
a natural institution, because it was the highest association in terms of social and
historical evolution, values and purpose. It is a final stage in the growth of associations
from family through villages to the state. The state was the whole of which other
institutions were a part. The state as a whole represented the moral universe that
held the people together.

Thus, it was inseparable from citizens, because it alone met all human needs and it
alone was self-sufficient.

9.3.2 Necessity of the State for a Good Life

The Greeks held that the state was a necessary institution, because with in the state
alone, we could pursue our goals in life. According to Plato, in the ideal state only,
could we live happy and contented lives. Aristotle held that while the family and the
village existed to preserve life and to provide companionship, the state existed not just
for the sake of life alone, but for the sake of good life. The highest good and the most
moral actions of men were represented in the state.

Thus, for the Greeks, the state was not a mere territorial or a political unit, but a
moral unit with peculiar aims and goals. It enabled man to live the good life.

9.4  THE GREEK CONCEPT OF CITIZENSHIP

As we have seen, the Greek concept of state was confined to the city-state and in
the city-state, citizenship rights were given only to free men. Two other classes -
foreigners and slaves - did not possess citizenship rights. Both Plato and Aristotle
gave an important place to the citizens, because they identified the state with them.
Rights were given to those who were citizens of birth (by both the parents) and were
18 years old.

9.4.1 Aristotle’s Views on Citizenship

According to Aristotle, the meaning of the word citizen varied according to the
constitution of each state. In each state, there were different strata and substrata of
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Political Traditions people. In aristocracy, the powers were unequally divided. But normally, the citizen
should be free and equal. He should possess judgement and authority. According to
Aristotle, goodness of a citizen implied government of free men. He maintained that
since man was a social animal, he had a natural desire for life in society even though
he had no need to seek other’s help. The citizens possessed political rights and they
actively took part in political affairs of the state. He was expected to be vigilant of
his rights and to get involved in all the activities of different institutions of the state.

9.5  THE GREEK CONCEPT OF CONSTITUTION

Constitution is the basic law of any country and the Greeks were the first in the world
to develop it. The Greeks made experiments with different forms of constitutions.
Aristotle held that the purpose of a constitution was to shape the life of man in a
desired manner. Any constitution impresses its way of life on the citizens. As a result,
individual and collective characteristics of citizens are reflected in the constitution.
Hence, a constitution was a sum total of the individuals that constituted it.

9.5.1 Different Types of Constitutions

There existed different types of constitutions in ancient Greece. Aristotle wrote his
book ‘Politics’ after studying 158 constitutions. Before him, Plato had discussed five
forms of constitutions on the basis of his concept of ‘cycle of change’. According
to him, the ideal state, timocracy, oligarchy, democracy and tyranny were the five
forms of state in his ‘Republic’. Plato first constructed his ideal state and then, in his
later works, showed how the existing states deviated from the ideal. On the other
hand, Aristotle first examined the actual states and then constructed an ideal state
on the basis of a careful analysis. He maintained that monarchy, aristocracy and
polity were the three forms of state which aimed at attaining the common good. He
held that there were three perverted forms of government such as tyranny, oligarchy
and democracy.

This classification was based on the concept of justice. Since constitution was defined
as the arrangement of offices, the difference between any two types of constitutions
could be explained by the principle according to which offices were awarded. Thus,
democracy awarded office on the basis of free birth and oligarchy, on the basis of
wealth. Aristotle was of the view that monarchy was the best of normal constitutions
and tyranny, was the worst of deviated constitutions.

The Greeks developed the concept of the ideal state and wanted to order all existing
states in the light of this ideal state. The aim of the ideal state was common good
and it enabled the citizens to live life according to their aptitude and capacities.

9.5.2 Athenian Democracy

Athens is famous in history because of its democratic form of government. Athenian
democracy was developed over a period of time and it reached its glory during the
age of Pericles. During this period, the city of Athens had a total population of
3,00,000 and a half of it lived in the town and a half in the country side. It was divided
into 100 demes which were centres of community power.

In ancient Athens, the general assembly of citizens who had crossed the age of 20
years took all the major decisions. It met regularly ten times in a year and in extra-
ordinary sessions at the call of the council. Along with the assembly, the Council of
500 and the Court of Magistrates also played a key role in public life. The members
of these bodies were elected not by casting votes, but by lots. They were elected for
a term of one year. The Greeks thought that this mode of filling offices by lots was
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The Confucian Traditiona distinctly democratic form of rule, since it equalised every one’s chances. The
Generals were directly chosen by the assembly. They formed the executive and
carried out functions of the state. They could be re-elected. The Generals, the
Council and the Court of Magistrates had a popular character. Pericles declared that
Athenian democracy stood for freedom and the people took part in all decisions of
the government.

Check Your Progress 2

Note: i)   Use the space given below your answer.

ii)  See the end of the unit for tips for your answer.

1) Fill in the blanks.

a) Aristotle was of the view that the state was a …. institution.

b) The state existed not for the sake of life but for the sake of …. life.

c) In ancient Greece, only…. were given political rights.

d) Monarchy… and polity were the three forms of government.

2) Which of the following statements are true or false?

a) According to Aristotle, the state was a product (     )
of social contract

b) In aristocracy it is the poor people who dominate

c) Citizen is one who can sit in authority and judgement

9.6  CAUSES OF REVOLUTION

The Greek thinkers discussed the causes of revolution in the state. Plato was of the
view that changes in the constitution of the state took place because of changes in
the attitudes and the nature of the people who constituted it. The social and economic
changes in society got reflected in changes in the constitutions.

Aristotle elaborately discussed the causes of revolutions. He examined both the
general as well as the particular causes which were related to a particular constitution.
The most general cause of revolution, according to him, was a passion for some
concept of equality which was involved in the idea of justice. If any group felt that
it did not enjoy the share of constitutional rights that it felt entitled to, on the basis
of its conception of justice, it would rebel and try to change the system. He also
discussed ways and means to prevent recurrence of revolution in different states.

9.7 ACHIEVEMENTS AND FAILURES OF GREEK
POLITICAL TRADITIONS

There is no doubt that Greek political ideas and institutions are one of the most
spectacular achievements in human history. The Greeks were the first to develop a
science of politics, divorcing it form ethics and philosophy. Also, the Greeks developed
the concept of constitution, and emphasised its importance in political life of the state.
They also discussed different types of states. They developed the first democratic
form of government in which citizens participated in full degree. The Greek concept
of politics was essentially moral; hence, they developed the concept of an ideal state
in which man could live the good life; the life which would bring the best out of man.

But along with these achievements, there were some failures as well. The Greeks
failed to give citizenship rights to more than half of their population. They did not
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Political Traditions realise that in the course of social and economic development, the city-state as a unit
of governance had become outdated as big territorial states became the order of the
day. The Greek city-states took recourse to the policy of forming federations in order
to check internal disturbances, but they failed to establish stable or permanent states.
The classical Greek theorists did not distinguish between state and society clearly;
hence, they failed to distinguish properly between the interests of individuals and that
of the state.

Check Your Progress 3

Note: i) Use the space given below for your answer.

ii) See the end of the unit for tips for your answer.

1) Fill in the blanks

a) The Athenian democracy reached its glory during the age of….

b) In Athens, elections took place on the basis of….

c) It was…. who discussed the causes of  revolution.

d) The Greeks were the first to develop a science of…..

2. Which of the following statements are true or false?

a) In Athenian democracy, the general assembly elected the (   )
generals

b) Revolutions took place because of change in social conditions      (   )

c) The Greeks were the first to develop a constitutional form of      (   )
government for the empire

3) What are the major achievements of Greek political traditions? Write about five
lines.

9.8 TRANSITION FROM ANCIENT GREECE TO
ANCIENT ROME

The ancient Greek city-states lost their significance in 4th century B.C. as the
Macedonians established their empire in Europe and Asia. Some of the elements of
Greek tradition were carried forward by Alexander and his successors. The Roman
Republic emerged during this peirod and dominated the history of the world for one
thousand years. The most important contribution of Rome was advocacy of the
theory of universal community for a universal state. As a result, the nature of Roman
state was radically different from that of the Greek city-states. The Romans developed
the concepts of law and state which sought to encompass different sections of
society all over the known world.

Roman political history can be divided into two parts : (1) Republican Rome and (2)
Imperial Rome. In the following pages, we shall discuss different aspects of the
Roman political traditions.

9.9  HISTORICAL BACKGROUND

The republic of Rome developed by the 5th century B.C. and in it , the well entrenched
institutions of popular assemblies and the Senate played a very important role. During
this period, Roman society consisted of (1) Patricians who represented the upper
classes, (2) Plebians who were commoners and (3) Slaves. The Patricians and the
Plebians possessed political rights, but the Patricians dominated. Therefore, there was
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The Confucian Traditiona continuous struggle in early Roman history between these two classes as the
Plebians wanted to secure the rights that were denied to them. In a large measure,
the Plebians succeeded in securing these rights, but the slaves remained condemned
to bondage. The Republic was ruled by Consuls who were elected by the Senate.

9.9.1 Establishment of Monarchy

The Republic of Rome lost its republican character, when republican institutions were
not in a position to solve the problems of the empire. It was during the reign of
Augustus that the republic was finally destroyed and monarchy established. During
the period of imperial Rome, in the 4th century A.D., Constantine embraced Christianity
and the concept of universal community became popular. The Roman political traditions
should be understood through Cicero and Saint Augustine, who combined the stoic
doctrine of the law of nature with that of the Christian doctrine of universal brotherhood.

Check Your Progress 4

Note: i) Use the space given below for your answer.

ii) See the end of the unit for tips for your answer.

1) Fill in the blanks

a) Ancient Roman state was the first…. state.

b) In Republican Rome, there were two classes of Patricians and…

c) In ancient Rome, the end of the Republic took place in the reign of….

d) It was Constantine who embraced… religion.

2) Which of the statements are true or false?

a) Patricians belonged to the lower classes of society

b) Emperor Augustine embraced Christianity

c) Plebians succeeded in securing the rights enjoyed by Patricians

9.10   THE REPUBLIC OF ROME

The Republic of Rome emerged in the 4th century B.C. and developed unique
political institutions. These institutions were the product of an era in which there was
a close link between the people and the state. The Popular Assembly and the Senate
were the two major institutions and they were subordinate to law. Every major
decision was taken in the assembly and even great generals had to get their mandate
renewed from the Senate.

9.10.1  Patricians and Plebians

As already mentioned above, the Roman society was divided into the two classes of
Patricians and Plebians. The Patricians constituted only 10% of the total population,
but they enjoyed enormous power because of their social prestige, customs, religious
rights and cults; on the other hand, the Plebians, though numerous, were poor and
hence, lacked political power. In ancient Rome, social relations were shaped by the
patron-client framework. The client was a free man and entrusted himself to the
patronage of another and received protection from him in return. The client helped
his patron in his public life with all the means available at his command and the patron
gave him financial and legal support.

9.10.2  Rule by Consuls

The Republic was governed by two elected Consuls. In an emergency, a dictator
could be nominated. Normally, a Consul was elected for a year. The Consuls possessed
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Political Traditions supreme administrative powers. They were the commanders of the army and had a
right to interpret and execute laws. The centre of political activity was not the
legislature, but the executive. The two Consuls had to take decisions after holding
consultations with each other. They were subject to one another’s veto; hence, they
could not take arbitrary decisions.

9.11   ROMAN POLITICAL INSTITUTIONS

9.11.1 Popular Assembly

The popular assembly was perhaps the most important institution in Republican Rome.
It was identified with the people of Rome. The Commands issued by the popular
assembly were considered as commands issued by the sovereign people of Rome.
The resolutions were passed in the name of the two bodies-the popular assembly and
the senate. Hence, the commands were issued in the name of the ‘Senate and the
People of Rome’. The assembly enacted laws, made proposals about war and peace
and most importantly, nominated the consuls. The names of the consuls were proposed
by Senators from their own ranks. In the earlier phase, popular assembly was powerful,
but slowly the Senate gained power. In the first century B.C., the Senate secured
power to make laws. The assembly was ultimately controlled by the Senate because
of its superior prestige and wealth.

9.11.2  The Senate

The Senate was a powerful body in the Republic of Rome. Initially, the total membership
of the Senate was 300 and during Augustus’s period, it was raised to 600. The
members of the Senate were elected by a lot. Under the Republic, the Senate owed
its influence and prestige mainly to the fact that it comprised practically of all those
who possessed administrative and political experience. The Senate was a powerful
body. It possessed no administrative power, but advised elected officials on domestic
and foreign policy, finance and religion. It had the power of making war and peace
and concluding treaties with foreign countries. By the end of the first century B.C.,
the power of the Senate grew. It enjoyed legitimacy and even great generals had to
get their mandate renewed from it because it was supported by the people. There
were dissensions in the Senate and the patron - client relationship played a key role
in its functioning.

Along with the Roman Assembly and the Senate, the Courts of Magistrates played
an important role in the administration of justice.

Check Your Progress 5

Note: i) Use  the space given below for your answer.

ii) See the end of the unit for tips for your answer.

1) Fill in the blanks

a) Popular assembly and….................... were two important democratic
institutions in Rome

b) Initially, the total strength of the Senate was…....................

c) All laws were declared in the name of…............... and …............

d) Normally, a Consul was elected for a term of …...................
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The Confucian Tradition2) Which of the following statements are true or false?

a) Since the beginning, the Senate was more powerful than (    )
the Assembly of Rome

b) the Consuls had to consult each other before taking (    )
decisions

c) The Courts of Magistrates played an important (    )
role in judicial administration

9.12   THE ROMAN CONCEPT OF LAW

The greatest contribution of Rome to history is the concept of law which was
developed and refined by a large number of Roman jurists. The Latin word for the
general body of law is ‘jus’, which is broader and more comprehensive than ‘lex’.
For the Romans, law meant a body of rules enforced by courts. During the Roman
period, law was divided into natural and positive law. Natural law meant the law
imposed on humanity by our common human nature and positive law meant the law
imposed by the state. The Romans understood the importance of natural law and held
that there were some rules of morality, justice, reasonableness in conduct, which
were binding upon all men, not due to the fact that they were laid down in the positive
law of the state, but because they were intrinsically right and deserved our respect.

9.12.1  Sources of Law

The Romans were of the opinion that there were three sources of law : the customs
of people, legislative declarations and legislative formulations. The customs of people
were evolved over a period of time and they helped a great deal in the formation of
law. The legislative declarations meant the declarations made by the Roman Assembly,
the Senate and in the later period, the imperial declarations. The third source of law
was legislative formulation which came from the decisions of the courts of magistrates.
The responses of private persons skilled in law who gave their opinions when they
were consulted could also be included in legislative formulations. These three sources
were responsible for the making of positive laws in ancient Rome.

9.13   CONTRIBUTIONS OF CICERO

Cicero was one of the greatest of Roman lawyers who wanted to preserve the
Roman Republic as a stable form of government. Cicero was known for developing
the Roman concept of law. It was to the credit of Cicero that he gave the stoic
doctrine of natural law, a political dimension and declared that true law was right
reason in accordance with nature and applied to all men. It was eternal and
unchangeable. He held that no legislation that contravened it could become a law and
that no people could make what was right into a wrong. By its commands, law
summoned people to perform their duties and restrained them from doing anything
wrong. It could not lay down one rule at Rome and another at Athens, nor could
there be one rule today and another tomorrow.

9.13.1  Cicero’s Views on the Nature of Man and the State

Cicero held that all men were equal before the law. All races of men possessed the
same capacity for experience and the sense of discrimination between right and
wrong. He maintained that since all men were equal and subject to one law, they
were fellow citizens. He was of the view that the state could not exist permanently,
unless it acknowledged and gave effect to the consciousness of mutual obligations
and mutual recognition of the right that held its citizens together. Cicero called the

Downloaded From http://economicsdiet.com

Downloaded From http://economicsdiet.com



50

Political Traditions state the ‘Commonwealth’, because it was a corporate body and its membership was
the common possession of all. It existed to supply its citizens with advantages of
mutual aid and just government. He maintained that the state itself and its laws were
always subject to the law of God or the moral or natural law.

Cicero led a long Roman tradition of lawyers who tried to refine the concepts of law
and justice in ancient Rome.

9.14   CHURCH AND STATE

The Romans established the first universal state in the world in the first century A.D.
The Roman state was a huge empire which brought under its control vast areas of
Europe and Asia. This empire needed a bond which could hold different races
together. The universal Roman community needed a universal religion and in the 4th
century A.D, the emperor Constantine fulfilled this need by embracing Christianity.
At that time, the Church alone possessed universal aims and an efficient coherent
organisation, which could unite the various conflicting people and classes of the
empire in a single whole.

9.14.1  Views of the Church

The Church represented spiritual authority and claimed that it was a distinct institution
from the state and entitled to govern the spiritual concerns of mankind independent
of the state. The state represented temporal power and the church and the state
represented two separate authorities. The Church during this period maintained that
it was obligatory on the part of a Christian to respect constituted authority. In the
temporal sphere, he should obey the orders of the state and in the spiritual sphere,
the orders of the church. Thus, every man was a citizen of two states. The early
Christian thinkers were more interested in maintaining the autonomy of the church.

9.14.2  Saint Augustine on Men and God

Saint Augustine wrote his books on politics in the 5th century A.D. and developed
the concept of two cities - the city of God and the city of man. He held that there
was a contest between the two as the city of man was dominated by possessive
impulses and the city of God was based on heavenly peace and salvation. Only in
the heavenly city was peace possible and only the spiritual kingdom was permanent.
As a result, man’s salvation lies in the attainment of city of God.

9.15 ACHIEVEMENTS OF ROMAN POLITICAL
TRADITIONS

The Roman tradition served as a bridge between the ancient Greek and Christian
traditions. The Romans expounded the concept of equality before law and did not
discriminate between different races of people. Republican Rome successfully ran
political institutions like the popular Assembly and the Senate. They evolved the
concept of universal state that encompassed different communities coming under the
empire. They opposed Greek exclusiveness and evolved the concept of law which
gave justice to all. They were firmly rooted in the concept of morality. The Romans
under Christian influence tried to demarcate the relationship between the church and
the state.

The Romans used excursive force to suppress the opponents of the government.
They did not reject the practice of slavery. They failed to fully develop the concept
of state and the doctrine of political obligation which could bind people together. The
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The Confucian Traditionbrutality of the Roman political class was legendary. As a result, the Roman empire
could never enjoy political stability and political unity.

Check Your Progress 6

Note: i) Use the space given below for your answer.

ii) See the end of the unit for tips for your answer.

1) Fill in the blanks.

a) ….........… and …......… were two important democratic institutions of
ancient…............. of Rome.

b) According to Romans, ….................... of the people legislative…........
And ….............… formulations formed the bases of law.

2) What were the main characteristics of the Greek concept of constitutions?

3) What were the powers and the position of Roman political institutions?

9.16   LET US SUM UP

In this unit, we have studied ancient Greek and Roman political traditions in detail.
We have seen that the Greeks developed a very advanced concept of state and
citizenship. For the Greeks, the state was a natural institution which tried to create
conditions for living the good life. They also developed a very mature view of the
constitution and causes of revolution or change of constitution in the state. The Greek
concept of politics was limited to the concept of the city-state.

The Roman political tradition was less spectacular and original than the Greeks, but
the Romans excelled in developing the concept of law and administration. They
broadened the concept of state to bind together different communities of the world.
Therefore, it was a universal state for a universal community. During the later period,
the Romans divided the authority between the church and the state and pleaded for
the division of man’s obligations between the two.

Political science and political traditions developed by the ancient Greeks and Romans
is greatly relevant today, because the Greek concepts of state, citizenship and
constitutions and the Roman concepts of law and universal community still form the
basis of political science proper.

9.17   KEY WORDS

Polis : Polis means city-state. It was a small political unit,
in which citizens took active interest. The word
politics is derived from the word ‘Polis’.

Agora : means any open air meeting place in the city state;
reserved for free born gentlemen in the city. ‘Agora’
or free square was meant for public recreation and
as a market square where different things could be
exchanged. It was a must for Athenian democracy.

Deme : The basic unit of the system in which every citizen
had to enroll himself. The Greek reformer Cleisthenes
divided old tribes in ‘deme’. The demes, he created
in the city were artificial. Every citizen had to be
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Political Traditions described by the name of the deme to which he
belonged. There were 150 demes in Aristotle’s time.
There was a complex blending of tribal and territorial
identities in the Deme. Enrolment in a deme
corresponded to inscription in the voting registers in
the modern state.

Timocracy : It was a form  of government described by Plato in
his ‘Republic’. It was the second best form of
constitution after the ideal state. Plato was of the
view that in timocracy, the element of spirit would
dominate reason and the rule would be in the hands
of those who valued valour.

Pericles : He was one of the greatest Athenian statesmen who
greatly democratised the Athenian constitution. He
ruled over Athens from 446 B.C. to 432 B.C. In his
famous speech, he called Athens ‘the School of
Greece’. He was a great general who consolidated
the Athenian empire.

The Stoic Doctrine : This school of philosophy was founded in third century
B.C. by Zeno of Citium. It was the Hellenistic school
of thought. It was reshaped by Chrysippus of Stoa.
The Stoics believed that there was a world-state and
both gods and men were citizens of it. It had a
constitution which was right reason; teaching men
what must be done, what must be avoided. Right
reason was the law of nature, which provided
standards for what was right and just.

Universal Community : After the decline of the city-state which was self-
governing, a new society where man was recognised
as an individual emerged. He had to establish cordial
relations with other individuals as brothers. He
believed in the idea of universal brotherhood of all
human beings in the world state which sought to
bring them together despite racial, social and national
divisions. It was the Romans who developed the
concept of universal community.
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9.19 ANSWERS TO CHECK YOUR PROGRESS

EXERCISES

1) Check Your Progress 1

a) Foreigners b) Tribes and clans

c) Discipline d) 1000 Sq. Miles

2) a)   True b) False c) True

2) Check Your Progress 2

1) a)   Natural   b)   Good  c)   Citizens   d)   Aristocracy

2) a)   False   b)   False  c)   True

3) 1) a)   Pericles   b)   Lots  c)   Aristotle  d)   Politics

2) a)   True   b)   True  c)   False

c) The Greeks were the first to develop a science of politics and discuss the
rights and duties of citizens. The Greeks developed the theory of state and
held that with the help of the state only, we could live the good and perfect
life. They also discussed the nature of the constitution and the causes of
changes in the state.

4) 1) a)   Universal b) Plebians

c)    Augustus d) Christian

2) a)   False b) False c)   True

5) 1) a) Senate    b)   300     c)   People of Rome     d)  A year

2) a) False       b) True     c)   True

6) 1) a) Popular Assembly and the Senate, Republic

2) b) Customs, Proclamation, legislative.

3) The main characteristics of the Greek concept of constitution. The Greeks
were of the view that Monarchy, Aristocracy and Polity were the three
forms of government and Tyranny, Oligarchy and Democracy were their
deviations. A constitution provided for the distribution of power and offices
in different classes of society. When there was a change in social conditions,
changes in the constitution would also take place.

4) In Rome, the Popular assembly and the Senate were the two important
political institutions. All the laws and commands were issued in the name
of the Roman people and the Senate. In the later period, the Senate
nominated consuls and made decisions about war and peace. The Senate
elected two consuls for the year; they formed the executive authority and
managed the affairs of the state.
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