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7.0 OBJECTIVES 

The leaders of the Indian National movement had a vision of social transformation. 
The Constituent Assembly, representing various groups of the society incorporated 
this vision in the Constitution of India. After going through this unit, you will be able 
to understand: 

the outlook and the philosophy of the Indian Constitution; 

the ideas and the dreams of the leaders of the Indian freedom movement; 

the way they were articulated; and 

the extent of consensus as well as conflict that worked behind the making of the 
Indian Constitution. 

7.1 INTRODUCTION 

In the unit 6 we have seen the evolution of the idea of a Constituent Assembly in 
India during the freedom movement and the way the leaders of India framed a Content Digitized by eGyanKosh, IGNOU
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Philosophy of Indian Constitution. That Collstitutioll is not only the world's largest Constitution, it also 
Consti tution reflects a great vision for the future of India as a sovereign democratic republic 

where justice, liberty and equality will build a firm unity and integrity of the nation. 

7.2 SIGNIFICANCE OF A WRITTEN CONSTITUTION . 

There are four points about a written Constitutions: 

7.2.1 Constitution as a Positive Law 

A constitution derives its authority from itself. It is, therefore, future - oriented. As 
i 

a body of supreme laws the Constitution takes precedence not only over all other laws 
I 

but als:, over all customs, traditions and faiths. Such customs and traditions, etc., are 
valid as long as they do 11ot conflict with the Constitution. In other words, no provision 1 

of the Constitution can be challenged on the plea that it is inconsistent with the 
tradition, belief and faith inherited from the past. 

7.2.2 Its Contractual Nature 

Further, a democratic Constitutio~l is a kind of contract among the people or, at least, 
the bulk of the people. It is based on consensus - a prodi~ct of bargain among 
several persons and groups. Such a contract cannot satisfy all persons fully. But it 
does satisfy most of them partly. In other words, it is a kind of common minimum 
programme of a majority of the people which does not harm the minority interests. 4 

7.2.3 Philosophy of a Constitution 

I Every democratic Constitution has a philosophy and a vision which can be summed 

I up as growth with stability. These two concepts are inter-related. Without growth no 
i stability can be ensured and without stability no growth can be achieved. 
I 

I 7.2.4 Constitution and Justice 

I Integrally connected with the concept of growth with stability is the concept of j ustice. 
No unjust system can make people happy. And an unhappy people cannot work either 
for stability or for growth of a country. 

I 7.3 PREAMBLE IS A CONSTITU?IO~::~ PURPOSE 
1 - 

', - 
In all the written democratic constitutions one finds a Preamble whichpresents a 

4 

I vision for the future. All such visions tend to reject the shortcomings and prejudices 
of the past social and political order and promise to build a future that isjist, happy 
and dignified. Democracy is essentially transformational. The vision of social I 

transformation is reflected in the preamble of tkConstitution of India is given below: 

"We the people of India, having sole~nnly resdvix& 

Constitute India into a Sovereign Socialist S e c u b  

Democratic Republic and to secure to all its c3€kzew. - 
Justice, social, econo~nic and political; - 
Liberty cf thzsght, exptzssion, belief, faith and wor&ip; 

Equality of status and of opportunity; and to promote among 

'Them all.. 

Fraternity assuring the dignity of individuals and the unity 

24 , and integrity of the Nation. 
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In our Constituent Assembly; this twenty-sixth day of 

November, 1949, do Hereby Adopt, Enact and Give to 

Ourselves This Constitution." 

7.4 THE INDIAN VISION 

Such a vision of transformation is embedded in popular aspirations. It develops 
historically. The visioli of the Constitution of the United States of America, for 
instance, developed out of tlie War of Independence of 1776 which, in turn, sprang 
from the liberal democratic environment of the eighteenth century. 

7.4.1 The Anti-Imperialist Legacy 

In India this vision developed out of her struggle against tlie British empire and was 
nourished by the liberal democratic tliinking in tlie developed world. It was first 
expressed by tlie critiques of colonial rule in tlie late nineteenth century by people like 
Dadabhai Naoroji, M.G. Ranade and R.C. Di~tt. End of imperialism was seen to be 
tlie basic pre-condition of India's progress. In the twentieth century such critiques 
grew into tlie freedom movenient. 

7.4.2 Movements for Social Justice 

Side by side with this broad anti-imperialist struggle grew the demands for social 
justice. Jyotiba Phule enlarged tlie social reform agenda of tlie earlier nineteenth 
century thinkers and activists like Rammollan Roy, lswar Chandra Vidyasagar and 
Dayananda Saraswati. 

7.4.3 The Nationalist Programme 

Tlie Indian National Congress was born through a moderate effort to unify all sections 
of Indians though, initially, it was elitist. In tlie twentieth century its anti-imperialist 
content was gradually unfolded. Simultaneously, it tried to stress not only commu~ial 
unity but also the need for social and economic justice in the Indian nation, Indian 
nationalism was a product of all these forces. 

7.5 RIGHTS AS THE CORE OF THE NATIONALIST 
PROGRAMME 

Tlie resolution on Fundamental Rights that was passed at the Karachi session of tlie 
Indian National Congress in 193 1 was the first comprehensive, though not complete, 
statement of the social and economic goals of the freedom movement. 

7.5.1 Influence of Socialism 

Since the Bolslievik Revolution (1917) tile idea of socialism was catching tlie imagination 
of tlie Indians. Within the Congress its strongest advocate was Jawaharlal Nelir~~ 
who, however, did not approve of the autlioritarian trend of tlie Soviet polity. Gandliiji 
did not approve of the socialist doctrine of class conflict but worked for social and 
economic justice. 

7.52 Poverty Relief and Planning 

1 II,.; the passage of tlie Government of India Act, 1935, several provincial governments 
: 1 ' 1  11ed relief to the poor peasants. Tlie Congress President appointed a National 
' I ;  I ,!ling Committee. After World War I1 tlie Congress adopted the programme of 
.!!I i reform including tlie abolition of Zamindari system. 
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I'hilosophy of India11 
Const i tu t ion  

7.5.3 Role of the Leftist Groups 

In  tlie 1930s leftist parties and groups arose within the Congress and outside it. They 
were strong advocates of socialism and land reform. Even the Krishak Proja Party 
of Bengal and a section of the All-India Muslim League were supporters of socialism 
and land reform. 

7.5.4 Opposition to Caste Oppression 

Dr. B.R. Ambedkar shared the belief in socialism and land reform but was more 
concerned with the welfare and progress of the people oppressed by the caste 
system. 

In short, by the time of Independence, in India the outlines of the principles of growth 
with justice had become fairly visible. 

Check Your Progress Exercise 1 

Note: i) Use the space given below for your answers. 

ii) Check your answers with model answers given at the end of this unit. 

1 )  How did the vision of social transformation develop in India? 

....................................................................................................................... 

....................................................................................................................... 
2) What was the first comprehensive statement on the vision of social transformation? 

3) Comment on the influence of socialism on l~ldian imagination. 

....................................................................................................... f ............... 

........................................................................................................................ 

....................................................................................................................... 

7.6 IDEOLOGICAL LIMITATIONS 

In the realisation of such a vision, however, there were two limitations. 

7.6.1 Clash Character of. the Indian National Congress 

The lndian National Congress which dollli~lated the Constituent Assenlbly of India 
was not a socialist party. Nor was it a party of social reform devoted to the abolitiori 
of caste system. Such ideas were subsidiary to the primary concern of the Indian 
National Congress which was political freedom. 
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7.6.2 Stress on Politics C'ision o f  Social 
Transformation 

The Constituent Assembly of India was engaged in preparing a Constitution for tlie 
governance of India. That Constitution, essentially, was to be a political document. In 
fact, when two members of the Constituent Assembly (Syed Hasrat Moliani, a 
Muslim Leaguer, and K.T. Shah, a Congressman) moved for i~icorporation of the term 
'socialist' in tlie Preamble to the Indian Constitution, the Drafting Committee turned 
it down on the plea that a Constitution need not enshrine a social philosophy. Dr. B.R. 
Ambedkar, Chairman of tlie Drafting Committee, voiced the same opiliion on tlie floor 
of the Constituent Assembly. 

Tlie broad ideas of the Indian National Co~igress about the Constitution c o ~ ~ l d  be 
summed up  as : 

a) a parliamelitary government; 

b) a politically centralised but culturally diversified federal state; and 

c) a dynamic social order. 

7.7.1 The Parliamentary Tradition 

Tlie tradition of parliamentary goverli~nelit had been developing ever since the 
introduction of the Montague-Chellnsford reforms in 19 19. Though the Congress did 
not take part in it, the Liberals did. 'There was even an indirect participation in them 
by the Co~igress through the Swarajya Party in 1923 even tliougli the Swarajya Party 
never accepted office. The Muslim League had similar experience with the 1919 
reforms. Both tlie Congress and the Muslim Leag~~e  of course accepted office under 
the Gover~i~ilelit of India Act, 1935. By that t i~ne the Liberals had lost their i~ifluence 
and mostly joined the Congress. In the Constituent Assen~bly very few members 
desired a presidential system of government. 

7.7.2 Federalism 

The idea of a federation sprang from tlie devolution of powers by the Government 
of India Act, 1935, too. The All-Parties Conference of I928 had earlier suggested a 
federal form of government to manage the religious and linguistic diversities of tlw 
country. The Partition weakened the case of federalism on religious ground. But the 
Co~igress was committed to linguistic provincialism since at least 1920. The federal 
idea, therefore, was not given up. 

7.7.3 Welfarism 

The Indian freedom movement was a mass movement and required the participation 
of tlie broadest section of tlie inasses that were made up of poor, uneducated and 
backward peop!e. The idea of a mass welfare, however, varied from person to person 
and section to section of the political leadership. Here lay the major ideological 
differences. 

t 
7.8 UNFOLDING OF THE SOCIO-ECONOMIC 

PROGRAMME 
i 
I 

There was a common realisatioli that freedom would be t!~e threshold of socio- 
i 

econoinic prosperity. The manifesto of the Congress Party for [he Provincial Asse iqb!~  
elections of early 1946 prolnised the following: 
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Philosophy of 111dirn 
Constitut ion 

Industry and agriculture, the social services and public utilities must be encouraged, 
modernised and rapidly extended. 

7.8.1 The Strategy 
\ 

For this purpose the Congress suggested necessary strategy which aimed: ''. 

a) to plan and co-ordinate social advance in all fields, 

b) to prevent concentration of wealth and power in few hands, 

c) to prevent vested interests inimical to society from growing, and 

d) to have social control of the mineral resources, means of transport and principal 
methods of production and distribution in land, industry and in other departments 
of national activity. 

7.8.2 The Specific Objectives 

The specific objectives mentioned in the Congress manifesto were: 

a) Reform of land system in order to remove intermediaries between the state and 
the peasants - on payment of equitable compe~isation - was urgently necessary. 

b) Promotion of educational opportunities and health services was needed. 

c) Improvement of the workers' condition in  industry and removal of rural 
indebtedness were promised. 

d) The party looked forward to international cooperation and friendship. 

7.9 THE CONGRESS RESOLUTION ON THE 
OBJECTIVES OF THE CONSTITUTION 

This broad humanitarian and welfarist programme with the flavour of democratic 
socialism - was concretised step by step. The Congress leaders were aware that the 
Constitution was primarily a political document. So it must state the political structure 
first. The broadest outline of this structure was spelt out in the Congress resolution 
on the objectives of the Constitution passed on November 20, 1946, twenty days 
before the Constituent Assembly met. 

According to this resolution the Congress stood for an independent sovereign republic 
wherein all powers and aiithority are derived from the people. It further wanted a 
Constitutioli wherein social objectives are laid down to promote freedoin, progress and 
equal opportunity for all the people of India. It would enable this ancient land attain 
its rightful and honoured place in the world and make its full co~itribution to the 
promotion of world peace and the progress and welfare of mankind. 

7.10 THE "OBJECTIVES RESOLUTION" OF THE 
CONSTITUENT ASSEMBLY 

The 'Objectives Resolution' that was moved by Jawaharlal Nehru in the Constituent 
Assembly 011 December 13, 1946, spelt out the goal of social transformation further: 
According to this resolution the Constitution would guarantee to all the people of India: 

1 )  justice, social, economic, and political; 

2) equality of status, of opportunity and before the law; 

3)  freed0111 of thought, expression, belief, faith, worship, vocation, association and 
action, subject to law and public morality; and 

4) adequate safegtral.ds for niinorities. hackuard and tribal '11.c"as. 3113 depressed and 
0 t h ~  backd\~asd classes. Content Digitized by eGyanKosh, IGNOU
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In course of tlie nearly three years of its working the Constituent Asse~nbly worked 
out a Constitution in which these objectives of social transformation were sought to 
be enshrined in the Preamble, in the Fundamental Rights, in the Directive Principles 
of State Policy and several special provisions for the backward and underprivileged 
sections of the people. The process did not stop at the making of the Constitution. 
Amendments have been made and are foreseen for the furthering of these objectives. 

Check Your Progress Exercise 2 

Note: i) use the space given below for your answers. 

ii) Check your answers with the model answers given at the end of this unit. 

i I) Identify the limitation in the realisation of the vision of social transformation. 

2) What is the.relationship of the idea of federalism with the Government of India 
Act, 1935? 

3) What were the goals mentioned in the "Objectives ReSolution"? 

7.1 1 STRUCTURAL LIMITATIONS 
i 

A Constituent Assembly can only give shape to a transformation that has been 
brought about by a social or p~litical~revolutio~~. A Constituent Assembly cannot make 
a revolution. 

. Besides, a liberal democratic constitution cannot itself provide for radical social 
transformation. It merely provides for a democratic political structure 

Neither was it in the powers of the Constituent Assembly nor was it its intention to 
XI LIP a socialist state. It was argued that a Constitution does not lay down an 
econo~iiic system. But it could permit the creation of a certain socio-economic order. 
In fact, it was realised by the leadership that the social objectives of the Constit~ltion 
remained unfulfilled. Dr. Rajendra Prasad, Dr. B.R. Ambedkar and others warned 
that if these objectives were not soon achieved the political structure created by the 
Constituent Assembly would not be stable. 

7.12 LET US SUM UP 

A Co~istitution is a positive law which is future-oriented. It dictates the future affairs 
I 

of the country and is above all other laws, custo~ns and beliefs. It is also a contract 

Vision of Social 
Transformation 
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Philosophy of Indian among the multitude of the people. I t  partly satisfies every one. There is a vision for 
Constitution every democratic constitution - to ensure freedom, growth and justice. The Indian 

freedom movement was long'committed to such goals. The primary business of the 
Constitution is political. Yet, it sets up such goals for a polity in the Preamble and the 
body of fundamental rights. The Indian Constitution laid down both, rather elaborately. 
It, further, included the Directive Principles of State Policy. 

7.13 SOME USEFUL BOOKS 

Austin, Granville, The Indian Constitution: Cornerstone of a Nation, Oxford 
University Press, 1966. 

Cliaube, Shiba~ii Kinkar, Constitz~ent Assen~bly of India: Springbourd of Revolution, 
New Dellii, People's Publislii~ig House, 1973. 

Chau be, Sh i bani Kin kar, Coloriialis~~i, Freedoni Struggle and Nationalisni in India, 
Dellii, Book Land, 1996. 

7.14 ANSWERS TO CHECK YOUR PROGRESS 
EXERCISES 

Check Your Progress Exercise 1 

1 )  It developed out of her struggle against the British empire, which .was nourished 
'by the liberal de~iiocratic thinking developed in the world. 

2) It was first expressed by the critique of colonial rule by people like Dadabhai 
Naoroji, M,G Pa~idae and R. C. Dutt. 

3) As a result of its inlpact there develop'ed a socialist bloc within the Congress. 

Check Your Progress Exercise 2 

1) Class character of the India11 National Co~igress and stress on politics. 

2) It sprang from the devolution of powers ensliri~ied in the Government of India 
Act, 1935. 

3) Mainly justice, equality, freedom of all section of society. 
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