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5.0 OBJECTIVES 

This Unit deals with the circumstances leading to the revolution in China and its 
ideological foundation. Once. you know the subject, you would be able to: 

trace the modem history of China. 

understand how the imperialist powers exploited China. 

discuss the successive peasant rebellions in 19th century China. 

a evaluate the contributions of the reform movements to awaken the 
Chinese people. 

assess the contribution of Sun Yat-Sen to the Chinese revolution. 
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analyse the causes of the Chinese revolution. 

follow the proceedings of the revolutionary civil war. 

comment upon the role of Chiang Kai-Shek in the resistance war against 
Japan. 

acquaint with the ideological context of. the revolution. 

grasp the Mao thought in the period of the revolution. 

5.1 INTRODUCTION 

The expansive area situated in the north of the Himalayas, is called China. The 
country, representing one of the earliest civilizations in the world, has a recorded 
history of about 3600 years. During the long period of historical development, 
the people of China created a great civilization and made vast contirbutions to 
all fields of human knowledge and culture. In course of its onward movement, 
several dynasties ruled over the land; the Manchus being the last. The country 
in the period of about hundred years since the middle of the 19th century passed 
through repeated foreign aggressions, recumng internal econoniic crisis, frequent 
rebellions, consistent reform movements and protracted revolutionary civil wars 
which resulted in the foundation of the People's Republic of China. 

In this unit we would first discuss the foreign aggressions and how they ruined 
China and infuriated the people. Then we study the movements kading to the 
downfall of the Manchu dynasty. Next we shall assess the strength of the nationalist 
democratic forces. Then we focus on the rise of the communists and trace the 
proceedings of revolutionary civil wars. We shall conclude with an analysis of the 
ideology which inspired the people to participate in the revolutionary civil war. 

5.2 BACKGROUND TO THE CHINESE 
REVOLUTION 

The Manchus, a small nation of Jurchid origin, inhabiting the northern part of 
Liaodong Peninsula, captured Beijing (Peking) and installed the Manchu dynasty 
on the Chinese throne in 1644. 

The Manchu rule lasted for about 268 years. The period witnessed great achievement 
in science and culture. Under Manchus China enjoyed a long period of peace 
and economic prosperity. However, trouble started brewing with the arrival of 
the foreign powers from the beginning of 19th century. Repeated foreign aggressions 
were coincided with prolonged economic crisis on account of stagnancy in the 
agricdtuial economy. The situation was further worsened due to ascensions of 
successive incapable rulers, palace intrigues and the hostilities of the conservative 
forces headed by Cixi, the dowager Empress towards the reform movements. 

The Opium war (1840) marked the beginning of foreign penetration of China. 
China and Britian fought the'war over the issue of illegal opium trade which was 
Peing camed on for years by ~ n t a i n  in the Chinese territories. China lost the war 
and was forced to sign in August 1841 the humiliating treaty by which China 
opened five ports for trade, ceded Hongkong to the British and agreed to pay 
a huge indemnity. In the wake of British success other foreign powers followed 
suit. In 1844 the United States of America (USA) and France forced China to 
concede to them also such benefits which were granted to the British. Subsequently 
Tsarist Russia and Japan joined the scramble for penetration of China. Undue 
demands from the foreign powers did not end with the signing of one or two 
unequal treaties. Their scramble for China's "pound of flesh" continued unabated 
which occasionally sparked of wars between the foreign powers (either singly-or 
collectively) and China.. 

Towards the end of the 19th century the USA proposed the 'open door' policy 
which the other great powers quickly accepted. China was, thus partitioned into 
spheres of infruence of the great powers in terms of the open door policy. Content Digitized by eGyanKosh, IGNOU
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The pressures exerted on China by Britain and other great powers created many Revolution and Idenlogy 

internal problems which was again intensified due to the growing economic crisis. 
The stagnancy in agriculture and the increasing pressure of population on the 
land led to a fall in the peasant's standard of living and an increase in his 
consciousness of misery. The floods and famines during the successive years from 
1846 to 1848 further deteriorated the economic situation leading to frequent but _ dispersed local uprisings. These uprisings culminated into'a giganting nationwide 
rebellion which has come to be known in history as the Taiping (great Peace) 
Rebellion. The Rebellion raised strong contingents of troops, captured cities and 
towns, set up its own government and ruled vast areas of the country for years 
since 1851. The rebels attacked both the foreignes and the internal exploiting 
forces. They sought to become independent and also professed the distribution 
of the national wealth among the common people: 

The rebellion was crushed by the joint forces of the foreign powers and the ruling 
Manchu king. The fortune of the rebels deteriorated also due to the sharp 
cleavages and internecine struggles within their rank abd leadership. Nevertheless, 
the movement of the Taiping lasted for a decade or so,it left strong imprint on 
the Chinese society by arousing and strengthening the zeal for revolutionary activities 

5.2.1 Reform Movemept. 

Western intervention in China by the late 19th century contributed to the growth 
of modem industries in several parts of the country. This had led to the emergence 
of a small entrepreneurial class as well as the working class. From this section 
a large number of reformers arose, being imbibed with liberal ideas. The intellectuals 
of 19th century China got easily influenced by the liberal democratic ideologies 
and demanded reformation of the old moribund politicill and economic systems. 

The reformers sought to transform China into an effective modern state. The 
Emperor acting under the influence of a group of intellectual leaders, issued a 
series of reform adicts which touched everything from the system of government 
to the development of science. The reform .movement, however, infuriated the 
conservative forces. The dowager Empress who headed these forces thereupon 
staged a coup in September 1889, imprisoned the Emperor, rescinded the reform 
edicts, and imprisoned the reformers. Since the duration of the reform was 
hundred days, the movement has came to be known in the history as the Hundred 
Days Reform. 

The failure of the reform movement of 1897-98, the oppressive hold of the great 
powers in China and the role of Christian missionaries who indulged in conversion 
to Christianity in the rural'areas infuriated the Chinese. People's anger exploded 
during the closing years of the century in the form of the Yihetuan movement 
or Boxer Rebellion. Despite seve4e repression the movement very soon transformed 
into a nation-wide 'anti-foreigner' movement. Thereupon a11 the foreign powers 
formed an alliance and with the help of the Manchu armies crushed the Boxer 
rebellion. 

Chinese were forced to a humiliating treaty-the Boxer Protocol 1901. By signing 
this treaty the Qing (Manchu) government became almost an agent of the 
imperialists. Continuing imperialist aggression coupled with the growing apathy in 
the Qing (Manchu) dynasty to fight imperialism created the objective conditions 
for revolution in China. The Chinese intellectuals availed the opportunity and 
devoted their full energy to make subjective preparations for a revolution. Sun 
Yet-Sen (1865-1925) emerged as the ideologue and leader of the revolutionary 
mowment. In 1894, he had set up the China revival society. Several other 
organisations emerged subsequently to propagate liberal democratic values. These 
organisations aimed at overthrowing the Qing (Mancha) dynasty and to establish 
a democratic system of government. Sun Yet-Sen soon became the rallying point 
of all liberals who in July 1905 founded the China Revolutionary League under 
the chairmanship of Sun Yet-Sen. The League stood for repulsion of the Manchu 
(Qing) dynasty, restoration of China from the clutches of the foreigners, 
ectablishment of a republic, and equal ownership of land. The League gradually 
spread its organizational activities throughout China and founded its organ known 
us "People's Journal". In the very first issue of the journal Sun Yet-Sen developed Content Digitized by eGyanKosh, IGNOU
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his famous 'Three People's Principles', namely, the principle of Nationalism, the 
principle of Democracy, and the principle of Livelihood, which together formed 
the ideological guide for the Chinese Revolution in the early decades of the 20th 
century. It led many armed uprisings to achieve its goal. Despite many setbacks 
at the early stages and severe repression by the ruling dynasty, the League won 
many battles in October 1911. Being encouraged by these victories, many provinces 
went out of the control of the Qing (Manchu) regime. In the Christmas week 
of 1911 the leaders of the liberated provinces gathered in Nanjing to organize a 
provisional central government. Sun Yet-Sen was elected the president of the new 
government. Dr. Sun Yet-Sen after swearing in on New Year's Day of 1912 
promulgated a liberal democratic constitution for China. 

5.2.2 Counter Revolutionary Yuan Sbikai 

The establishment of a provisional government dealt a severe blow to the Qing 
(Manchu) regime and its cohorts:Yuan Shikai, head of the Qing regime's army, 
schemed to grab power. He joined the League along with his supporters. Being 
blessed by the imperialists he forced the last Qing [Manchu) emperor to abdicate. 
By this act he became popular. With the backing of the Northern warlords he 
made the Nanjing government to hand over power to him. He then managed to 
get himself elected as president of the central government and Sun Yet-Sen was 
forced to resign. Yuan by granting additional benefits to the imperialist powers, 
purchased their support. Yuan soon lost popular support and died in despair in 
1916. Duan Qiwi succeeded Yuan. 

Duan became an autocrat from the beginning. He abolished both the constitution 
and the parliament. Sun Yet-Sen however did not remain idle. He organized 
anti-Duan movements but due to the machinations of the warlords and the foreign 
powers Sun could not achieve success immediately. 

5.3 MAY FOURTH MOVEMENT 

The first world war (1914-18) ended with the crashing defeat of Germany. The 
.victorious states including China held in January 1919 a peace conference in Paris. 
The conference turned down the Chinese demand for ending the special privileges 
of foreign countries in China and transferred the Germany's special rights and 
privileges to Japan. The decision of the Paris conference infuriated the people 
throughout China. On may 4, 1919, thousands of Beijing students assembled in 
Tiananmen square to protest against the outrageous decision of the peace conference. 
The gathering asked the Chinese government not to sign the Versailles Treaty 
and demanded suitable punishment of those Chinese leaders who supported Japan. 
The government resorted to repression. Many students were tortured to death 
and many other were arrested. The repressiv&*acts angered the people outside 
the student community. Consequently the movement which was primarily a students' 
movement transformed into democratic movement against imperialism and Chinese 
warlordism. Under the pressure of the movement the government withdrew from 
the Paris peace conference and refused to endorse the Versailles Treaty. The 
arrested students were also released. The movement which &me to be known as 
May Fourth Movement has Ieft a deep imprint upon Chinese society and culture. 

5.3.1 Impact of: the 1917 Russian Revolution 

In November 1917, the Bolsheviks under the leadership of Lenin captured power 
and established a revolutionary socialist government in Russia. Before the success 
of the 1917 November revolution Marxism had made little or no impression on 
Chinese thought and politics. After the revolution the impact of Marxism became 
remarkably visible upon the intellectuals and the political activists. They undertook 
the task of spreading Marxism-kninism td imbibe the people with revolutionary 
ideology. Many journals started appearing. Among them Mao Zedong edited 
"Xiangjiang Review" and Zhou Enlai's "Bulletin of the Tianjin Students' . 
Federation7' are significant. Marxist study groups appeared in different parts of 
the coyntg: Chen Duxin emerged as the prominent Marxist leader in the Peking 
(Beijing). Marxian Study was founded in ~ e k i n g  (~eijing). Mao %-dong (Mao 
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Tse-tung) and Zhou Enlai (Chou Enlai), founded the New People Study Society Revolution and Ideology 
and Awakening Society in Changsla and Tianjin respectively. Communist Manifesto 
and many other works of Karl Marx were translated into Chinese. P'eng Pai, 
another intellectual, devoted his life to organize.the peasants for spreading 
communism in the rural areas. 

5.3.2 Chinese Communist Party (CCP) 

The revolution in Russia and the victory of the May Fourth Movement coupled 
with the emergence of working class in China, created the conditions for the rise 
of the Communist Party. In 1920, representatives of various groups assembled in 
Shanghai. In July 1921 they formed the communist party. It was the first National 
Congress of the Chinese communists. The first constitution of the party drafted 
at Shanghai provided for an elected central committee. Chen Duxiu was elected 
as the secretary General of the party. The second Party Congress in July 1922 
formulated the party programme and announced that the basic task of the party 
was "to eliminate civil strife, overthrow the warlords, and establish domestic 
peace; to cast off the yoke of oppression by international imperialism so that the 
Chinese nation can become truly independent; and to unify China into a genuine 
democratic republic." The Congress also directed the leadership of the party to 
apply for membership of the communist interantional. 

Immediately after its founddtion, the party devoted its full energy to organize 
the trade unions. Chinese Trade Union Secretariat was formed as the centre for 

i directing the working class movement. Under the leadership of the communists, 
1 workers went on strike for several times during 1922 and 1923. However the 

establishment took serious note of it and crushed the movement. 

This slowed down the movement temporarily. 

Check Your Progress 1 

Note: i) Use the space provided below each question to give your answer. 
ii) Check your answer given at the end of h i s  unit. 

1) What were the circumstances leading to the emergence of 
the Chinese Communist Party? 

5.4 FIRST REVOLUTIONARY CIVIL WAR: 
SUN YET-SEN'S COOPERATION WITH CCP 

The failure of 1911 revolution made Sun Yet-Sen a more resolute tighter for the 
just cause. Sun Yet-Sen had great appreciation of the communist leader in China 
as well as Russia. 

As per the advice of Russia he renamed his party as Kuomintang and reorganized 
it as a monolithic party duly imbibed with the ideology of democracy and 
nationalism. He opened the door of the p w y  for the commudists. Soon Kuomintang 
emerged as a democratic alliance of the workers, peasants and other progressive 
and anti-imperialist sections of the Chinese people. 

In June 1923 the Chinese Communist Party held its third Party Congress which 
endorsed the policy of alliance and cooperation with the Kuomintang. Kuornintang 
orgairized its first National Conference in January 1924. The conference also 
supported the inclusion of the communists as individual members of the party. 
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Now the Kuomintang's cardinal policies became "allying with Russia, allying with 
the communist party, and assisting the peasants and workers." In May 1924 Sun 
Yet-Sen founded in Guangzhou the Huangpu Military Academy with the aid and 
support' of Russia and the Chinese Communist P a y .  Zhou Enlai was appointed 
as the director of the academy's political department and some other communists 
were included as instructors. Chiang Kai-Shek was made the director of the 
academy. Sun Yet-Sen was the precursor of the Chinese revolution. Even while 
he was sick he had drafted programmes to abolish the warlords and for ending 
the unequal treaties with foreign powers. Sun Yet-Sen however, died in early 
1925. In his d l ,  he pointed out that to win freedom and equality for China 
among the nations, "we must bring about a thorough awakening of our 6Wn 
people and ally ourselves in a common struggle with those .people of the world 
who treat us on the basis of equality." 

5.4.1 May 30th Movement 

After the formation of the alliance with the Kuomintang the trade union movement 
and the peasant movement made much progress under the leadership of the 
communists. In 1925 there had been strikes in the factories and workshops owned 
by the foreigners (Japan, Britain etc.) for days and months. Students and people 
from other walks of life came out on the streets to support the striking workers. 
British police apened fire in many places to terrorize the people. On may 30, 
11 of the strikers were killed in police firing. The day henceforth is observed as 
the day of "30th Massacre". The intervention by the foreign police in the 
Movement transformed the strikes from being a mere trade union movement into 
an anti-imperialist political movement. This helped the communists to consolidate 
their support bases in different areas. The consolidation prepared the ground for 
launching of the Northern Expedition. During the period the peasant movement 
too made rapid progress. Under the leadership of the CCP peasant organizations 
were formed in many parts of China. Total membership of the peasant organizations 
reached above one million. The peasant association in Guangdong alone had a 
membership of 620,000. Guangdong association also had a self-defence corps, 
consisting of 30,000 soldiers. Guangdong soon emerged as a strong communist base. 

The communists soon wiped out the warlords of Guangdong (Canton) province 
and unified the whole province under the National Government which came into 
existence in Guangzhou from July 1,1925. The national government raised army 
regiments with the help of the student soldiers of the Huangpu Military Academy. 
Zhou Enlai was appointed as director of the political department of the military. 
Each army unit had a party representative and a political department. Party men 
were appointed to direct the political work of each army unit. 

5.4.2 Rise of Chiang Kai-Shek 

Follovcing the death of Sun Yet-Sen, Kuomintang started suffering from intra-party 
cleavages, which culminated in the emergence of two rival factions, known as 
left and right factions. The leftists along with the communists continued to 
propagate Sun Yet-Sen's three cardinal principles. The rightists who were believed 
to represent the interests of the big landlords and the compradore bourgeoisie, 
though talked always in radical tongues, showed little interest in implementing 
Sun Yet-Sen's nationalist principles. The rightists however captured the leadership 
of the party. Chiang Kai-Shek was the leader of the group. Consequently he 
became the head of the national government and the commander-in-chief of the 
National Revolutionary Army. 

5.4.3 Nothern Expedition 

The national government had a plan to attack the northern warlords. The 
government, therefore launched from July, 1926 expedition against them. The 
expedition was in fad launched by the Communists much earlier. Their armies 
of approximately 100,000, left Guangzhou on three separate routes and within a 
few months overthrew the biggest Northern warlords and captured about half of 
China. The headquarters of the national government and the Kuomintang moved 
from Guangzhou to Wuhan. 
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The victory of the Northern Expedition further strengthened the peasant movement. Revolution and Ideology 

Mao Zedong led the struggle in Hunan. Hunan ultimately became the core of 
the peasant movement in the whole of China. The peasant movement spread 
quickly all over China. The membership of the peasant organizations exceeded 
10 million. Workers movement also developed rapidly in the wake of the Northern 
Expedition. Workers led by Liu Shaoqi in Wuham forced the British to withdraw 
their special rights in the city. Shanghai was liberated by the workers in March 
1927'after 30 hours of bloody battle under the leadership of the Zhou Enlai. 

5.4.4 Chiang Kai-Shek's Operation against the  CCP 

The victory of the Northern Expeditioh and the progress in the peasant and 
workers movements frightened the imperialist powers. The warships of Britain, 
the USA, France, Japan and Italy anchored in different sea ports of China, 
bombarded with artillery fire and killed and wounded many Chinese in liberated 
cities like Nanjing, Shanghai etc. They also established contact with Chiang 
Kai-Sh n, Chiang, favowably responding to the imperialists' call, embarked upon 
fighting and victimizing the communists. Chiang Kai-Shek's assault on the CCP-led 
trade unions in Shanghai, virtually terminated CCP's participation in his regime. 

When victimisation and repression of the communists were going on, a controversy 
arose within the communist party. CCP leader Chen Duxiu (who was latter 
condemned as rightist) in pursuance of the United Front policy of the party 
continued alliance with the Wang Jingwei faction of the Kuomintang in Wuhan. 
Chen Duxiu's policies were criticised by a big section of the CCP which on this 
issue reached a breaking point. Emboldened by the internal crisis in thpl CCP, 
Wang convened in July 1927 at Wuhan a conference of the Kuomintang and 
managed to get the party freed from the communists. Many communists and 
other radicals were persecuted and some were even killed. After the conference 
both the factions of the Kuomintang (the Wang faction and the Chiang faction) 
got united. The Northern Expedition came to an end with the crashing defeat 
of the communists and the negotiated unification of China under Chiang Kai-Shek 
who was now f i d y  saddled in power. 

5.5 SECOND REVOLUTIONARY CIVIL WAR: 
ESTABLISHMENT OF THE COMMUMST 
(RED) - 

North Expedition aimed to overthrow the warlords but ended with the 
estbalishment of chiang Kai-Shek's rule. Chiang Kai-Shek had support among 
the landlords and the compradores. He defeated the communists but could not 
wipe them out. Soon the Communists regrouped themselves and staged an armed 
uprising in Nanchang in August 1927. The uprising was led by Zhou Enlai, Zhu 
De, He Long and others. The Nanchang uprising was the first armed struggle, 
exclusively planned, led and conducted by the communists. The uprising gave 
birth to the Communist (Red) Army led by Zhu De and Mao Zedong. 

5.5:1 Autumn Harvest Uprisiig 

The Central Committee of the Chinese Communist Party in 1927 releived Chen 
Duxiu from party leadership. A new politburo was elected. The meeting formulated 
the policy of agrarian revolution and of struggle against the Kuomintang rule. It 
also drew a plan for autumn harvest war in ~ u n & ,  Hubei, Jiangxi and Guangdong 
provinces. The new central committee of the party authorised Mao Zedong to 
lead the Autumn Harvest war. The war broke out oli September 9. The people's 
liberation army consisting of peasants and workers faced defeat in the urban areas 
where the Kuomintang had assembled much superior forces. The successive defeats 
led Mao &dong to change the tactics of fighting the Kuomintang. He began to 
concentrate in the countryside where Chiang Kai-Shek's position was weak. 

In December 1927 the communists staged another uprising in Guangzhou. After 
an initial victory the uprising was crushed by the government forces. The Nanchang Content Digitized by eGyanKosh, IGNOU

Downloaded From http://economicsdiet.com

Downloaded From http://economicsdiet.com



uprising, Autumn Harvest war and the Guangzhou uprising were crushed but 
they nevertheless dealt a severe blow at the Kuomintang led National government. 
The Chinese Communist Party entered subsequently into a new period during 
which the Red Army was created. 

5.5.2 Rural Revolutionary Bases 

Mao Zedong, with his followers consisting of workers and peasants, amved in 
October 1927 at the Jinggang Mountains where he established a workers and 
peasants regime, raised a local armed force, organized party units, introduced 
agrarian reforms and also trained masses in guemlla warfare. In this way Mao 
Zedong raised his first rural base in the Jinggang Mountains. In April 1928 Zhu 
De and Chen Yi reached the Jinggang Mountains with the surviving participants 
of the Nanchang and Hunan uprisings respectively. Now the three forces were 
amalgamated and reorganized into the New Fourth Anny of the Chinese workers 
and peasants army. Zhu De became the commander. Mao and Chen Yi became 
the party head and political director of the army respectively. Moa Zedong in 
order to defend the base developed his guerrilla tactics which was sumrnerized 
as: "the enemy advances, we retreat; the enemy camps, we harass, the enemy 
tires, we attack, the enemy retreats we pursue." 

From the Jinggang Mountain base the army under the leaderhsip of Mao and 
Zhu De extended the rural communist bases in different areas of China. Within 
a few years CCP established its control over Southern Jiangi, Western Fujian, 
Ruijin, and many other places. The strength of army grew to 60,000 in 1930 
from only 10,000 in 1927. Wherever the CCP established rural bases, the agrarian 
system was restructured. Age old landl~rdism was abolished and land was distributed 
among the peasants. These actions popularized the party and encouraged the 
people there to join the CCP. The spread of communist bases in the rural areas 
frightened Chiang Kai-Shek who thereupon adopted a policy of encirclement and 
suppression of the growing communist bases. But his successive raids in 1930-31 
failed to crush the communist power. On the contrary communists extended their 
bases and the army increased its rank and file. 

During the period from 1927 to 1930 Mao Zedong developed his thesis of encircling 
the city. In two essays entitled "Why is it that Red political power can exist in 
China?" (i928) and "A single spark can start a Prairie Fire" (1930) Mao 
eleboiated his thesis of encirclement. He pointed out that China, a semi-colonial 
country indirectly controlled by the imperialists was extremely uneven in its 
political and economic developments. " . . .A localized agricultural economy (not a 
unified capitalist economy) and the imperialist policy of marking off spheres of 
influence in order to divide and exploit" and the resultant "prolonged splits and 
wars within the White regime" combined to weaken the reactionary rule in remote 
countryside and enabled the base areas to emerge, persist and develop amidst 
the encirclement of the "White regime". Mao Zedong further pointed out that 
the establishment of revolutionary bases and political power in w a l  areas, the 
thorough implementation of the agrarian revolution, and the development of 
armed struggle-all these were prerequisites to the strategy. of marching to the 
countryside, building the revolutionary forces there and encircling the cities from 
the villages for the final nationwide victory of -the revolutionary cause. 

5.5.3 Japanese Aggression 

In September 1931 ,Japan intensified aggression against China. Japan attacked 
Shenyang. Later Shanghai in 1932. Chimg Kai-Shek's army, stationed in Shanghai 
fouhgt against Japan heroically, but due to lack of proper support of the Kuomintang 
government the resistance soon collapsed. At this juncture an anitJapanese 
democratic movement, led by the CCP spread in many parts of the country. Zn 
course of time a big army was raised under the leadership of the communists. 
The army was named as the Allied Anti-Japanese Anny of the northeast region. 
In 1931 the Allied Army brought under its control almost half of the north 
eastern region and forced the Japanese to give up its plan to attack China proper. 
The communist led AIIied Army inflicted blows after blows upon the Javanese 
forces. 
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5.5.4 Chiang Kai-Shek's Attack on the Communists 

Chiang Kai-Shek from the very beginning had been hostile towards the communists 
He desired to wipe out CCP mass bases, in the countrysides of the nation. In 
1930-31 he conducted three campaigns against the CCP bases but failed. In 
February 1933 Chiang again without paying attention to the repeated Japanese 
attacks upon China, mobilized a huge army against the communists. At this time 
also he was badly defeated. 

5.5.5 Long March 

As a result of repeated defeats of Chiang Kai-Shek in 1931 the power and support 
bases of the communists increased across China. The CCP established people's 
government in more than 300 counties (A county is almost equivalent to a district 
in India). Ruijin was chosen as the headquarters of the communists. The Chinese 
Communist Party however failed to withstand the repeated attacks of Chiang 
Kai-Shek. In October 1934 the core sections of the peasant army built by Mao 
Zedong and Zu De left the base areas and began its march towards the north. 
The army suffered from heavy losses and was reduced to less than 50 per cent 
of its original strength. This Long March brought great glory to the communists. 

Earlier in January 1931 the leadership of the Chinese communist party had 
changed. Wang Ming emerged as the leader. He was an advocate of a political 
line diametrically opposite to Mao's strategy. Waag insisted on the seizing of big 
cities and capturing power by armed forces. He setforth as the first task of the 
army to capture major urban centres and ordered the workers and students in 
the Kuomintang strongholds to go on strike and paralyse the official machineries. 
As a consequence of these strategies the party units in the Kuomintang areas 
were wiped out. Wang also perscuted the party members who expressed reservations 
against his policies. Mao Zedong was thrown out from the leadership of the 
Army. When the Army, however, suffered from heavy losses in the hands of the 
Chiang's army, the central committee of the CCP convened a meeting of its 
Political Bureau (PB) in January 1935. The PB, severely criticised Wang's policy, 
restored Mao's "policy of encirclement", and the leadcrships structure of the CCP 
was also reorganized. Mao was placed at the helm of the CCP affairs. The 
decision probably reinvigorated the Army which swiftly entered north western 
Sichuan. Mao Zedong, ordered the Red Army to march towards north. After 
heavy casualties and sufferings the Red Army reached northern Shanxi in October 
1935 where it joined the communists soldiers stationed there. Thus an unprecedented 
Long March of 12,500 kilometers ended. In October 1936 other groups of 
communist army led by He Long and others arrived and joined the central 
army. 

5.5.6 Anti-Japanese United Front 

In 1935 Japan formulated policy of converting north China as Japanese colony. 
The students in Beijing (Peking) rose in revolt against the Kuomintang's policy 
of "selling out north China" to  Japan. The students led by the CCP, demanded 
among others the immediate cease fire with the communists, and all out unity 
against foreign aggression. Students in thousands organized demonstration and 
went to the factories and rural areas.to organize masses in support of their 
demands. The CCP also felt and concluded that the contradiction between the 
Chinese nation and Japanese imperialism at this juncture was the principal 
contradiction. It therefore resolved to untie with all forces that could be united 
with and adopted the policy of a national united front against Japanese aggression. 

The movement against Japanese imperialism spread in many parts of China like 
wild fire. Even within the Kuomintang army squable started.. The Northeastern 
and Northwestern armies which were sent to fight ~e communists, refused to 
fire on them. Chiang Kai-Shek came down to Xian for commanding the army 
personally against the communists. But he was arrested by the revolting army on 
December 12,1936. The army commanders thereupon sent massages throughout 
China. reouestinn cessation of the civil war and the nrnmntinn nf a l l i a n r ~  with 
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the CCP to fight against Japan. He' Yinggin meanwhile in order to satisfy his 
ambition of capturing power, sought aid from Japan and decided to continue the 
civil war against the CCP. He sent troops to attack Tongguan, east of Xian. At 
this juncture the CCP offered a proposal for peace to Chiang Kai-Shek. 

Japan attacked Lugouqiao in July, 1937. The attack was repulsed, but the aggression 
marked the beginning of China's war of Resistance against Japan. The CCP called 
upon the people to join the war of resistance. The party also sent Zhou Enlai 
to talk with Chiang Kai-Shek who was still hesitating to take part in the war 
against Japan. Japanese forces attacked Shanghai and threatened Nanjing. Chiang 
Kai-Shek now started feeling shaky. The western powers also felt disturbed. 
Chiang Kai-Shek's Kuomintang government now decided to formally participate 
in the war against Japan and signed an agreement with CCP on joint resistance. 
As per the terms of the agreement the peasant army was renamed as the Eighth 
Route Army of the National Revolutionary Army. Later, guemlla forces were 
reorganized as the New Fourth Army under the command of Ye Ting. The 
Kuomintang accorded legal status to the CCP and publicly committed to a 
Kuomintang-Communist co-operation. Thus the Anti-Japanese National United 
Front formally came into existence and the CCP got legal status to function. 

5.5.7 Collapse of the Kuonlintang Front Against Japan 

Kuomintang probably did not want to resist Japan, but circumstances might have 
forced it to adopt such posture. It still was suffering from communist phobia. 
Kuomintang was afraid to mobilize the people lest the communists should be 
more popular. It did not even mobilize its total military strength to resist the 
Japanese aggression. In order to  preserve its strength big contingents of the army 
were sent to southwest and northwest China. The Kuomintang perhaps desired 
that the communists fight and in the process get annihilated. What happened 
actually was just the opposite. Kuomintang forces were defeated by Japan in all 
the encounters in 1937-38. Japan captured Beijing, Tianjin, Shanghai, Guangzhou 
and Wuhan and the whole of north China by March 1938. Kuomintang government 
was forced to transfer its capital to Chongging in Sichuan province. Japanese 
invaders inflicted heavy loss upon China. The cities and towns, were destroyed, 
lakhs of people were killed, houses and business centres were pillaged and burnt 
down. According to an estimate in Nanjing alone about 300,000 people were 
killed and one third of city's houses were pillaged and burnt down. 

5.5.8 CCP'S Anti-Japanese Bases 

Kuomintang's repeated defeats however did not deter the CCP from mobilizing 
the people in the war of resistance. The CCP led Eighth Route Army reached 
at the front of north China after crossing the mighty Huangho river. Chinese 
under the leadership of the CCP won thier first victory against Japan in September 
1938. The victory heartened the whole of China. After the victory the Eighth 
Route Army carrying on the guemlla warfare founded anti-Japanese bases in 
many Japanese occupied territories in north China. In south China also their 
bases were established by the New Foruth Army in different areas. Towards the 
end of 1938 Eighth Route Army from the north and the New Fourth Army from 
the south trapped nearly half of the Japanese forces stationed in China. In these 
anti-Japanese bases the CCP established civil governments which considered the 
popular demands and camed out reforms like the reduction of rent and interest. 
These measures popularized the CCP and led the people to join them in the 
resistance war against Japan. Yanan where the headquarters of the CCP were 
situated, emerged as the nerve-centre of the country wide anti-Japanese war. It 
was difficult to defeat the superior Japanese divisions in a swift and straight war. 
Realizing this the CCP followed the policy of protracted guemlla war. Mao in 
a pamphlet entitled "On Protracted War" in May 1938, emphasized that China 
would surely win the war had she been in a position to prolong the war and to . 

transform it into a people's war. He wrote that "the army and the people are 
the foundation of victory" and that "the richest source of power to wage war 
lies in the masses of the people." 

The omwino Red bases inside China and the outbreak of the second world war 

Downloaded From http://economicsdiet.com

Downloaded From http://economicsdiet.com



led Japan to adopt new tactics-the policy of "stick and carrot". By following 
the policy Japan won over a faction of the Kuomintang, led by Wang Jingwei 
who with Japanese support set up a regime, headed by him in Nanjing. The 
Chiang Kai-Shek faction though had been with the Anglo-American bloc, attached 
more importance to fighting communists rather than Japan. Chiang Kai-Shek 
attacked the communists three times during the period from 1939 to 1943. The 
CCP smashed all such attacks. Its attitude towards the United Front was that of 
unity apd struggle. In fighting battles it followed the principle of self-defence: 
"we will not attack unless we are attacked: if we are attacked, we will certainly 
counter attack". 

5.5.9 Problems of the Liberated Areas 

In 194142 Japan concentrated major portion of her armed forces-in China. 
Japanese forces coupled wi& their Chinese collaborators launched "mopping up 
operations" against the Red bases. The Kuomintang forces led by Chiang Kai-Shek 
also at this time intensified their attacks against the communists. The problems 
created by these attacks were further augmented due to the successive droughts 
in north China. In order to overcome the difficulties the entire party including 
the leaden were mobilized. They devoted full energy in raising the production 
to meet the demands for the essentials of life. After tremendous hard work the 
problem of basic needs was almost solved. The party had also launched at this 
time inner party ideological struggle against any deviation. Classes were opened 
to teach the cadres Marxism-Leninism. By employing the party for three-pronged 
struggles (the struggle against the anti-communist forces, struggle for raising 
material production and the inner party struggle) the problems of the Red bases 
were solved by the beginning of 1943. 

5.5.10 Victory over Japan 

In 1944 the communist1 led Liberated Areas started counter offensive against 
Japan and won si@cant victories. With the beginning of 1945 more areas were 
liberated and the strength of the people's armed forces increased unprecedentedly . 
According to an estimate there were more than nine lakh regular army and more ' 

than two d o n  irregulars. Japanese invaders fled from the countryside and took 
shelter in the big cities, surrounded by the liberated Areas.' When the second 
world war was fast coming to an end Soviet Union attacked Japanese aggressors 
in China's north eastern provinces, which further helped and encouraged the 
communists to attack Japan on a grand scale. Japan by this time lost the war 
and signed the instrument of surrender on September 2,1945. The Chinese people 
after eight years of bitter struggle; finally won victory in the anti-Japanese war. 

P 

5.5.11 Seventh Cong~ess of CCP 

The Seventh Congress of the CCP was convened at a juncture when the victory 
over Japan was a matter of days and the Chinese revolution was about to enter 
into a new phase. The congress met in Yanan between April 23 and June 11, 
1945. The membership of the party rose to 1.21 million spread over the country. 
752 delegates, duly elected by the members attended the Congress. The Congress 
decided to mobilize the people for defeating the Japanese aggressors and for 
building a new China. A fresh party constitution was framed and a new central 
committee headed by Mao Zedong was elected: 

Note: i) Use the space below each question to give your answer. 
ii) Check your answer with the answer given at the end. 

1) What were the circumstances leading to the formation of anti-Japanese 
united front. 
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China 

........................................................................................................ 

2) Write short notes on: 

(a) Autumn Harvest War 

-(b) Long March 
i 

5.6 THIRD (FINAL) REVOLUTIONARY CIVIL WAR: 
POST-WORLD 'WAR I1 CHINA 

Following the victory over Japan it was expected that China would become an 
independent, democraticand self-reliant country. But Chiang Kai-Shek aspired to 
continue in power without. introducing any reform to develop China. China was 
still a semi-feudal semi-colonial state. After World War I1 the USA emerged as 
the neo-colonial power. The USA desired to convert China into a pro-US state, 
Chiang Kai-Shek had already become a trusted friend of the USA. But the CCP 
while fighting the Japanese, liberated large areas and established in these areas 
people's government backed by a huge army and vast following in the masses. 
Chiang Kai-Shek who wanted to remain unchallenged leader of the Chinese, however 
realized that it was beyond his capacity to smash the communists immediately. 
He therefore in order to gain time volunteered to negotiate peace with the CCP. 
Peace talks opened on August 28, 1945 ahd continued for about one and half 
months. Talks ended with the signing of the "Double Tenth Agreement" which 
declared that "civil war must be avoided at all costs, and an independent, free, 
prosperous, and strong new China be created." Time, provided by the peace 
negotiation helped the Kuomintang to regain its strength. Chiang Kai-Shek now 
without giving the peace agreement a fair trial, ordered a huge anny to attack 
the Liberated Areas. The CCP had little faith upon the Kuomintang. It always 
kept itself ready for any eventuality. Its army launched a counter attack and dealt 
a severe blow to Chiang's army. Chiang Kai-Shek again signed on January 10, 
1946 a truce agreement with the CCP. But the agreement could not stop Chiang's 
army from continuing its aggression against the Liberated Areas. The attacks at 
times on a massive scale continued against the Liberated Areas. An important 
political development took place during the period. A political consultative 
conference was held in Changging under the auspices of the CCP and other 
democratic parties. The conference passed resolutions supporting peace and 
democracy. The Kuomintang agent attacked the delegates who came to attend 
the confetence and also killed a few democratic 1eade.m. After these incidents at 
the second plenary session of the Kuomintang's sixth Central Executive Commitee, 
Chiang Kai-Shek refused to abide by the decision of the political consultative 
conference and tore into pieces the resolutions of the conference. In June 1946 
Chiang Kai-Shek unilaterally abrogated the truce agreement and declared an all 
out war against the communists. 

On June 26,1946 Kuomintang troops started to attacking the Liberated Areas on 
all fronts, thus a full-scale war between the CCP forces and the Kuomintang 
broke out. 
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had an army consisting of more than four million men. It had within its RevdutJw and lddogg 

administrative jurisdiction vast areas, most of the big cities, industrial areas, 
railways and other lines of communication and transportation. There were more 
than three hundred million people in the Kuomintang controlled areas. The 
Kuomintang had captured the armaments surrendered by the Japanese troops. 
The Kuomintang had also the military and financial backing of the USA. On the 
other hand, the CCP had only an army of one million men, equipped with old 
weapon. It enjoyed only a token assistance from the war torned erstwhile Soviet 
Union. The areas under its control were mostly villages, with only one fourth of 
the total population of China. In comparison, therefore, the Kuomintang was far 
superior and stronger than the CCP. The superior strength might have led the 
Kuomintang to go for a full scale war against the CCP controlled Libeiated Areas. 

The CCP in order to face the superior force without upsetting the seizing of city 
or holding of areas as its main objective decided to strive for forming people's 
united front against the USimperialism and the misrule of Chiang Kai-Shek. The 
plan clicked. Popular support increased. The Communist army was welcomed 
wherever it entered. This army consisting of the Eighth Route Army, the New 
Fourth Army and other CCP led armed units, was designated from now on as 
the People's Liberation Army (PLA). 

The PLA within a few months from the date of the outbreak of the civil war 
between the CCP and the Kuomintang defeated the enemy several times which 
lost by about seven lakh troops. In March 1947 Kuomintang concentrated its 
attack on the Liberated Areas in Shandong and Northern Shaanxi. The PLA 
repulsed the attacks. 

During the period 1945-1947 there had been protest movements in several parts 
of China. In December 1946 lakhs of students across the country went on strikes 
and organized demonstrations against American misbehaviour with the Chinese 
people in,general and women in particular. Students of more than 60 cities rose 
against the economic hardships caused by the war. In the industrial cities workers 
went on stikes in support of their demands and that of the students' movement. 
In 1947 the peasant movement spread to may new areas. In many places the 
"pasants rose in arms against the Kuomintang. In Taiwan there had been a 
massive a&ed uprising in February 1947. In this way the von-communist democratic 
movements in the Kuomintang held areas opened almost the second war front 
for Chiang's forces. 

5.6.2 Land Reforms in the Liberated Areas 

The CCP led governments in the liberated areas reduced the rent and interest 
on land during the period of anti-Japanese war. In May 1946 the CCP formulated 
a comprehensive land reform policy and implemented it as swiftly qs possible. 
The party published in September 1947 the "Outline bf the Agrarian Law of 
China." The law envisaged the confiscation of land from the landlord class and 
its distribution among the peasants. The law stipulated that the landlordism was 
to be abolished. The slogan of "land to the tillers" was incarporated in the law. 
All rights of the landlords over land were abolished and land was confiscated 
from the feudal land holders and it was distributed equitably among the rural 
population. Through the land reform measures over a hundred million peasants 
in the liberated areas got land. These peasants now became the recruiting ground 
for the PLA. The CCP thus strengthened its support base in the rural areas. 

5.6.3 Expansion of the Democratic United Front 

In October 1947 the CCP in cooperation with the PLA called upon the people 
to "overthrow Chiang Kai-Shek and liberate al l  China." The CCP gave a call: 
"unite workers, peasants, soldiers, intellectuals and businessmen, all oppressed 
classes, all people's organizations, democratic pa,des, minority .nationalities, 
overseas Chinese and other patriots form a national united front; overthrow the 
dictatorial Chiang Kai-Shek government; and establish a democratic coalition 
government." In December the CCP declared its economic policy which put 
forward three key points: "(1) confiscate land from the feudal landlords and 
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redistribute it among the peasants; (2) confiscate monopoly capital, headed by 
the four big families of Chiang Kai-Shek, Sang Ziwen, Kong Xianpi and Chen 
Lifa, and turn it over to the new democratic state and (3) protect the industry 
and commerce of the national bourgeoisie." The policy was formulated to elicit , 
wide support from the masses across the country. Most of the democratic forces 
responded favourably. In cooperation with these democratic forces the CCP formed 
the wider people's democratic front. 

5.6.4 Liberation of the Mainland 

By the end of 1947 the PLA shifted the main battlefield from.the Liberated 
Areas to the heartland of Kuomintang's temtory. It captured many cities and 
destroyed much of the enemy's effective strength. In 1948 the PLa conducted 
three campaigns which ended with the liberation of northeast PLA conducted 
north China and the east and central Chinese areas. Chiang's troops were wiped out. 

On January 1,1949 Kuomintang again clamoured for peace. Mao Zedong proposed 
eight conditions for securing peace which included among others the punishment 
of war criminals. Chiang Kai-Shek "retired" from the presidency, the vice-president 
Li Zongren assumed the reigns of the government. Peace talks began on April 
1 and after fifteen days deliberation peace agreement was agreed upon on the 
basis of the eight conditions. But Li Zongren refused to accept the agreement. 
The last attempt for peace thus ended. 

Thereupon one million men strong PLA began to cross the Yangtze river and 
to march southward. Soon it captured Nanjing the centre of Kuomintang regime. 
It captured one after another, the stronghold of the Kuomintang. All'of China 
excluding Tibet, Taiwan and some coastal islands, was liberated within a short 
period. The Revolution thus ended with the victory of the Communists. Chiang 
Kai-Shek fled to Taiwan on December 7, 1949. 

5.6.5 Foundation of the People's Republic of China 

On the eve of the final victory the CCP held the second plenary session of the 
Seventh Central Committee at a village in Hebei province in March 1949. The 
meeting decided upon the basic policies for the speedy achievement of final victory 
and for the rebuilding of war-tom China. After the session the CCP and the 
PLA shifted their headquarters to Beijing. The democratic parties and personnel 
also reached Beijing. - 

Chinese People's Political Consultative Conference called its First Plenary Session 
in Beijing on September 22, 1949. 662 delegates representing the various 
anti-Kuomintang political forces, the CCP, minor nationalities and overseas Chinese, 
attended the session. The session performed the functions and exercised the power 
of the National People's Congress, the highest political institution of China. The 
conference passed "The Common Programme of the Chinese People's Political 
Consultative Conference." The Programme served as the provisional constitution. 
It founded the People's Republic of China (PRC)-a people's democratic 
dictatorship led by the working class and based upon the alliance between the 
workers and the peasants. Beijing.(Peking) was chosen as the capital of the PRC. 
Mao Zedong was elected as the Chainnan of the Central People's Government 
and Zhou Enlai was appointed as the Prime Minister of China. 

On OctoWr 1,1949 lakhs of people assembled at the Tiananmen Square, Beijing 
to attend the ceremony that marked the formal beginning of the PRC. Mao 
Zedong inaugurated the new state, one fourth of the humanity rejoiced with Mao 
Zedong, and China entered into a new period. 

The proclamation of the People's Republic of China was an event opening a new 
chapter in China's history. The victory of the Chinese revolution was facilitiated @ 

by the defeat of Japanese militarism in the East, liberation of China from the 
. 

Kuomintang forces that were backed by the United States. 
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. Cheek Your Progress 3 

Note: i) Use the space below each question to give your answer. 
ii) Check your answer with the answer given at the end. 

1) How do you account for the defeat of the Kuomintang? 

......................................................................................................... 

......................................................................................................... 

......................................................................................................... 

......................................................................................................... 

2) Write notes on: \ 

1) Land Reform in the Liberated Areas. 
2) Democratic united front. 

3) CCP's response to Kuomintang's offer for peace. 

................................................................................................... 

................................................................................................... 

................................................................................................... 

................................................................................................... 

5.7 MATERIALIST TREND IN CHINESE 
PHILOSOPHY 

The ideology of Chinese revolution was extracted from materialism which is a 
philosophical trend, opposed to idealism. The origin of materialism in China may 
be traced to the formative phase of Chinese philosophy. Ancient Chinese philosophy 
continued to develop from the 5th to 3rd century B.C. It was in this period that 
the main Chinese philosophical schools, Taoism, Confucianism etc, emerged. Many 
ancient Chinese thinkers sought to solve the problem of the relationship between 
the concept and reality. Mo Tze, Xun Zu and others held that concepts are 
reflections of objective phenomena and things. Since then successive generations 
of philosophers went on enriching the materialistic trend of philosophy. During 
the period of neo Confucianism there had been a strong section of philosophers 
who argued in favour of materialism. The question of the relationship between 
the concept and reality was further developed in the 17th and 18th centuries; it 
was resolved materialistically by Tai Chen. With the beginning of foreign penetration 
of China in the mid 19th century, the Chinese people reacted to the oppression 
of the feudal lords and foreign aggression by a powerful peasant rebellion, the 
Taiping movement, in which utopian ideas on the social reconstruction of society 
played a significant role. As a result of western education, liberal and socialist 
ideas started penetrating in the late 19th century. The scientific socialism (i.e. 
Marxism) began spreading in China in the wake of the May 4, 1919 movement 
under the influence of the 1917 Russian revolution. 

5.7.1 Comihg of Marxism to China 

Cbinese intellectuals though vaguely acquainted with Marxism since the turn of 
the century, remained impervious to its ideological rtttraction, Socialism or social 
revolutionary thinking had been familiar to Chi~ese intellectuals, nearly twenty 
years before the Russian revolution. The ideas were stimulated by the twin trends 
of "social policy", socialism and anarchism. The former was espoused by Sun 
Yet-Sen's Kuomintang (Guomintang) and by Jiang Kapghu, founder of the Chinese 
socialist party in 1911. TheIr socialism "sought to control capitalism in order to 
achieve a peaceful and egalitarian social development under government 
supervision." Anarchism also emerged as the most popular form of socialism in 
China on the eve of the 1917 Russian revolution. Anarchists, however did not 
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undertake organized activity except independent and isolated cultural and 
propaganda work. In the wake of the May Fourth movement of 1919 the radical 
intelligentsia felt frustrated by the activities of the various radical student associations 
as well as by the absence of a concrete and immediate programme of action. 
The Russian revolution provided them a paradigm for a successful revolutionary 
transformation, especially in the context of industrial expansion during and after 
World War I, resulting in the emergence of capital and labour in major Chinese 
cities. The Russian revolution engineered by Lenin, in fact, sensitized the Chinese 
radicals to the revolutionary potential of Marxism and prompted them to undertake 
a study of Marxism. Anarchism and non-Marxian socialism faced gradual decline. 
By 1922 being a communist in China meant accepting Marxism and the political 
agenda of Marxist party. The ideological shift of Chinese radicals culminated in 
the foundation of the communist movement under the banner of the Chinese 
Communist Party. / 

5.7.2 Emergence of Mao's Thought 

Marxism is a system of philosophical, economic and socio-political views, created 
by Marl Marx (1818-1883) and Fredrick Engels (1820-1895). V. I. Lenin (1870-1924) 
creatively developed it in new conditins. Chinese Communist Party under the 
leadership of Mao Zedong (Mao Tse Tung) also enriched it in the light of Chinese 
conditions and it was named as Marxism-Leninism Mao's (Maoism) thought. 
Marxism-Leninism-Maoism provided ideological guide of the Chinese revolution. 

The theoretical basis, policies and activities of the CCP during the period of the 
revolution were defined and governed by the particular experiences accumulated, 
and strategic thoughts developed in a series of revolutionary struggles as well as 
by the perceptions of reality and principles of conduct widely shared by the party 
activists and leaders. Mao's ideas were defined as "the guiding principles of all 
(its) work" in the party constitution adopted during the CCP's seventh congress 
in 1945 at Yanan. While speaking at .the Congress Liu Shaoqi defined "Mao's 
thought as an ideology that united the theory of Marxism-Leninism and the 
practice of the Chinese revolution ..." Mao's thought should not be regarded as 
exclusively his personal intellectual property. It represents broadly the collective 
wisdom and shared experiences of all Marxist intellectuals of the age. The 
experiences and ideas which the CCP had learned while waging protracted struggles 
were summed up as Mao's Thought. 

5.7.3 Mao Zedong's Thought 

"Mao Zedong Thought" was developed over the years from the experiences of 
Mao Zedong and his other comrades in the prolonged and recurring struggles. 
Mao Zedong was sent to Hunan in 1925 to organize the peasants. While working 
with the peasants, he developed his understanding of them. His Hunan impressions 
led him to formulate the thesis on peasantry. He published his "Report on an 
investigation of the peasant movement in Hunan" in 1927. Highlighting the 
importance of peasants in the revolution he wrote: "In a very short time, in 
China's central, southern, and northern provinces, several hundred million peasants 
will rise like a tornado or.tempest, a force so extraordinarily swift and violent 
that no power, however great, will be able to suppress it. They will break all 
trammels that now bind them and rush forward along the road to liberation. 
They will send all imperialists, warlords, corrupt officials, local bullies, and bad 
gentry to their graves. All revolutionary parties and all revolutionary comrades 
will stand before them to be tested, and to be accepted or rejected as they 
decide." Mao Zedong allotted the peasants seven out ten points in the 
accomplishments of the democratic revolution. He developed his thesis in the 
context of the then China. The country was primarily agrarian. Land was the 
main basis of the people's livelihood, and by the third and fourth decades of the 
twentieth century it could no longer keep them alive without radical changes. 
This truth was realized by Mao Zedong and his comrades alone. In the midst of 
struggle both against foreign aggression and the domestic reactionary class'he 
raised a Peoples' Army froin among mainly the peasantry and built up a disciplined 
p a m  organization. 
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Struggles in the 1930's convinced Mao on the efficacy of united front politics. 
He elaborated his theory in the booklet "On New Democracy" which was published 
in 1940. He advocated the idea of the alliance of all people who were willing to 
fight Japanese impkrialism and to devote for building China into a new democratic 
state. Following the Marxist-Leninist principles he further developed the concept 
of democratic centralism. He showed how the people, through free discussion 
and exercising suffrage freely, could participate effectively in the decision making 
process. Dealing on the economic policy of the new democracy he said that 
private and public enterprises could exist side by side. "All big banks, big 
industries, and big commercial enterprises sha!l be state owned-the state will 
not confiscate other forms of private property or forbid the development of 
capitalist productioi: $0 long as it is taken for granted that it does not dominate 
the people's livelihood." 

Mao Zedong's philosophical views were outlined in the essay named "On 
Contradiction". Following Marxist theory of dialectics he writes that conflict is 
inherent to human relations, it also governed politics. He points out that there 
are two types of contradictions-antagonistic and non-antagonistic. Contradictions 
that exist between hostile classes and hostile social systems, such as between 
landlords and tenants, between capitalism and socialism are antagonistic. 
Non-antagonistic constradictions are the contradictios between the interests of the 
nation as a whole and those of the individuals, the contradictions of democracy 
and centralism, the contradictions between leaders and led, between the government 
and the people. Mao Zedong mentioned that-"it is of, paramount importance 
for us to understand concretely the law of contradictions in things and that on 
the basis of such analysis we may find out the methods of solving these 
contradictions." For Mao Zedong the antagonistic contradictions require struggle 
for resolution and the nonantagonistic contradictions would be resolved through 
persuasion, friendly discussion and such other nonviolent methods. He mentioned 
that "contradictions are universal, absolute, existing in all processes of the 
development of things, and running through all processes from beginning to end." 

Elaborating his theory of knowledge he said that party members must not divorce 
self-cultivation from revolutionary practice or from the actual revolutionary 
movements of the labouring masses. He wrote, "Discover the truth through 
practice and again through practice verify and develop 'the truth. Start from 
perceptual knowledge and actively develop it into rational knowledge; then start 
from rational knowledge and actively guide revolutionary practice to change both 
the subjective and the objective world. Practice, knowledge, again practice and 
again knowledge. This form repeats itself in endless cycles, and with each cycle 
the content of practice and knowledge rises to a higher level. Such is the whole 
of the dialectical materialism theory of knowledge, and such is the dialectical 
materialistic theory of unity of knowing and doing." 

He asked the party cadre to rise above personal interest and said that, "At no 
time and in no circumstances should a communist place his personal interests 
first; he should subordinate them to the interests of the nation and of the masses 
to the people. Hence, selfishness, slacking, corruption, striving for the limelight, 
etc. are most contemptible, while selflessness, working with all one's energy, 
wholehearted devotion to public duty, and quiet hard work are the qualities that 
command respect.. . " 
Mao Zedong prescribed "Three Main Rules of Discipline" and the "Eight Points 
of Attention" for revolutionary party. 

The Three Main Rules of Discipline are: 

1) Obey orders in all your actions. 

2) Don't take a single needle or piece of thread from the masses. 

3) Turn in everything captured. 

The Eight Points of Attention are: 

1) Speak politely. 

Revolution and Ideology 
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3) Return everything you borrow. 

4) Pay for anything you damage. 

5) Don't hit or swear at people. 

6) Don't damage crops, 

7) Don't take liberties with women. 

8) Don't ill-treat captives. 

These were the principles on the basis of which both the army and the communist 
party were built up and they fought the revolutionary struggles to build a new China. 

Check Your Progress 4 

Note: i) Use the space provided below each question to give your answer. 
ii) Check your answer with the answer given at the end of the unit. 

1) What are the sources of the ideology of the Chinese revolution? 

2) Discuss the main contributions of Mao Zedong to Marxism. 

5.8 LET US SUM UP 

Revolution occurs when a given society is prepared both objectively and subjectively 
for a radical change. The objective conditions are created by economic and political 
crisis and the possibilities of social revolution in a given social system. The mere 
existence of the objective conditions is not enough to ensure victory of a social 
revolution. Besides the objective conditions, there must also be subjective factors 
which arise out of the readiness of the suffering mass to fight bravely and selflessly 
and party which can offer correct strategy and tactical guidance. China during 
the last hundred years prior to the revolution had been a semi-colonial and 
semi-feudal country, which contributed to create a socio-economic crisis in the 
society. The Chinese Communist Party availed the opportunity to carry on 

- 

revolution by offering leadership, strategy and tactical guidance to the people. 

Foreign penetration was not confined to economic exploitation alone. It penetrated 
in the cultural and intellectual domains also. Chinese intelligentsia came to know 
of the progress that the advanced countries of Europe had achieved in the fields 
of science, technology and in the system of government. The intelligentsia 
immediately started demanding the rebuilding of China on Western lines like that 
of neighbouring Japan. But the rulers comprising the Manchu kings, court officials, 
feudal landlords and other traditional and conservative elements suppressed the 
emerging reform movements. Though the democratic nationalists put an'end to 
the Manchu rule in 1911, they were trapped by the conse~yative reactionary 
elements who even did not hesitate to invoke foreign powers for the maintenance 
of their power and privileges. The Chinese radicals following the path of Russian 
Communists founded the Chinese Communist Pa*. The Chinese Communist 
Party organized the people, formulated the strategy and tactical line to fight the 
foreign power, and the internal forces of reaction. It had to fight a protracted 
civil war to ensure the victorv of the revolution. Content Digitized by eGyanKosh, IGNOU
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Revolution and Ldeolugy 

5.9 KEY WORDS 

Celestinl Kingdom: Heavenly kingdom. In olden days Chinese called their land 
as celestial (Heavenly) kingdom. 

Revdution: A radical, qualitative transformation of society, making the transition, 
from one socio-economic formation to another, from the absolete to the progressive 
system. 

Wu Lords: Autonomous powerful military leaders in possession of land of China 
pssed under the control of the autonomous powerful military commanders during 
the early decades of 20th century. 

White Regime: A government opposed to the communist power. Chiang Kai-Shek 
regime was called as white regime. 
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1 ANSWERS TO CHECK YOUR PROGRESS 
EXERCISES 

Check Your Progress 1 

1) Emergence of working class due to industrialization. 
May 4 Movement radicalized the politics. 

1917 Russian Revolution. 

Check Your Progress 2 

1) Frequent Japanese attack and repression created an anti-Japanese sentiment 
throughout China. The CCP encashed the sentiment to raise an Anti-Japanese 
United Front. 

2) a) Autumn Harvest War was fought against the Kuomintang forces in September 
1927. The experiences in the war led Mao Zedong to evolve his thesis of 
developing rural bases. 

b) Chiang Kai-Shek's repeated attacks forced the CCP and its army to 
undertake the Long March of about 12,500 kilometers from south to north 
in 1934-35. 

Check Your Progress 3 

1) Kuomintang's inability to lead the national liberation movement, started by 
Sun Yet-Sen, into its logical conclusion is mainly responsible for its defeat. 
Sun Yet-Sen planned to build an anti-imperialist democratic platform under 
the banner of KMT, but Chiang Kai-Shek transformed it into an anti-communist, 
pro-conservative pro-imperiaiist political party. The CCP exploited this weakness 
--A LClb t .=A A n f n ~ t  --nc.m +ha WXflT Content Digitized by eGyanKosh, IGNOU

Downloaded From http://economicsdiet.com

Downloaded From http://economicsdiet.com



China 2) 1) Confiscation of land from the landlords and distribution of the confiscated 
land among the real peasants. 

2) In response to the call of the CCP for defeating the US backed Chiang 
Kai-Shek's reactionary army and to build China a new look the 
non-communist democratic forces made alliance with the CCP to form 
democratic united front. 

3) CCP always responded positively to KMT's offer for peace. 

Check Your Progress 4 

1) 1) Materialist tradition of Chinese philosophy. 
2) Marxism-Leninism. 

3) CCP's experiences. 

2)  1) Importance of peasantry in the social revolution. 
2) New Democracy. 

3) Materialist theory to knowledge. 

4) Process of resolution of the contradictions. 
5) Rules and disciplines for the revolutionary cadres. 
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